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Pomp and Unusual Circumstance

The Somers High School Class of 2021 parades through town in decorated cars, ending with a reception at
the high school.

It has been uncommon end to high school for the
Somers High School Class of 2021. In March of their
junior year, they left school and did not return until the
fall. And even then, these seniors were only in class
with their teachers and classmates for half the week.
The rest of the time they were on a computer, trying to
forge connections and soak up knowledge from afar.
Some continued to learn from home.
 
“The most challenging aspect of senior year was
finding the motivation for online learning,” says senior

https://vimeo.com/535938438/af2bb34160


Kaitlyn DeRosa.
 
Senior Peyton DiSiena echoes those sentiments.
 
“I found the lack of ease of access to different
resources was a challenge during online learning,”
says DiSiena.
 
The class of 2021 persevered, however, and even
encountered some struggles more typical of a regular
high school year.
 
“I had difficulty finding the balance between school,
athletics, extracurriculars, and having a normal social
life,” says senior Alexis Jones.

The senior class did their best of adjust to the COVID way of school, including sitting at old-school single
desks instead of tables, eating at different lunch periods instead of one community lunch, and taking mask
breaks. Sports teams managed to play out their seasons, albeit often modified, and the many talented
musicians of Somers High School had a chance to perform for the community, virtually.
 
“I'm so impressed with the way the members of the Class of 2021 have overcome so many obstacles,”
says Mary McEwan, the class co-advisor and chemistry teacher. “Their constant enthusiasm, dedication,
and perseverance continues to inspire me.”
 
“I think what surprised me,” says DeRosa, “Was how our school was able to come together as a
community.
 
After spring break, school returned to some semblance of normalcy, with all students welcomed back into
the building. The members of the class board, their class advisors, and parents worked hard to come up
with safe, fun, and creative ways to help the Class of 2021 celebrate their high school years together.
They went on a class hike and scavenger hunt, spent an evening on Turf 1 playing games and watching
a movie, and threw a first-rate Prom under the tent at Primrose. They also took the path paved by the
2020 seniors, cruising through town in a Senior Salute car parade, which ended at the high school with
cheering faculty and staff members.
 
“The Class of 2021 is an incredible group of kind, hardworking, and resilient young people who are ready
to take on the world,” says Kat DeLandri, English teacher and class co-advisor. “Despite pandemic
challenges, the Somers community should be proud of how our seniors navigated the many challenges
and changes to their senior year experience. I will miss these students greatly and cannot wait to see
what they accomplish in the future.”
 
The weather cooperated on Wednesday, June 23 for an outdoor graduation ceremony at the high school
stadium, and the students were thrilled to be graduating all together. The members of the Class of 2021
are headed in dozens of different directions this fall. Click here for a list of colleges the seniors are
attending.
 
Congratulations Class of 2021!

Field Day Fun for All

https://www.somersschools.org/cms/lib/NY01913963/Centricity/Domain/1603/SHS College Matriculation 2021.pdf


Students in every grade at Somers schools were back on the grass for Field Day, after a year-long hiatus
due to COVID-19. From giant Jengo at the high school stadium, to sack races at the intermediate school
(above), to can jam at the middle school and the fan-favorite parachute at Primrose, students enjoyed
their time outside.

Learning Center Students Inducted into Middle
School Honor Society

Francisco Duran, left, and Maggie del Puerto-Vitti, right, show the certificates naming them official
members of the National Junior Honor Society.

Two students from the PNW BOCES Learning Center Program at Somers Middle School were among the
85 sixth grade students inducted into the National Junior Honor Society (NJHS) this month.

 “My parents were really proud,” says Maggie del Puerto-Vitti, who was inducted along with classmate



Francisco Duran.

Students are invited to apply for the NJHS based on their excellence in leadership, scholarship,
attendance, effort, and character. Seventy-nine seventh grade students and 74 eighth grade students
were inducted this year as well.

“The students who were inducted into the NJHS this year continue to excel in school and embody the five
pillars of the NJHS,” says Jenna Schettino, NJHS co-advisor. “This year was especially challenging, and
the students worked hard to get to this point. We are very proud of them.”

The Learning Center program operates in partnership with Somers Middle School, and is led by PNW
BOCES teacher Brian Bucchignano, who runs a dedicated classroom for students in the program. The
partnership aspect of the program is key, says Bucchignano, whose students also participate in the
middle school’s academic classes and specials.

Although the students’ school structure is slightly different, the standards they must meet to become part
of the NJHS are not. Del Puerto-Vitti excels in science class, which she takes with teacher Joe
Savastano.

“Part of why I like science,” says del Puerto-Vitti, “is because I like doing labs where I can touch and
experience it.”

Del Puerto-Vitti and Duran earned their induction into the honor society through their hard work and
dedication, said their teacher.

“I am extremely proud of Maggie and Francisco for this amazing accomplishment,” says Bucchignano.
“They approach each day with a positive attitude and drive that has resulted in becoming dependable and
respected members of our classroom, and I couldn’t be more proud of them.”

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, parents were not able to attend the NJHS ceremonies this year but were
able to watch their children’s induction on video.

Live from Primrose, it's MJ Productions

Molly Miale and Jameson Klepadlo, the dynamic duo behind MJ Productions.

If you have not yet heard of MJ Productions, chances are you will one day. Second graders Molly Miale
and Jameson Klepadlo are the "M" and "J" of the talk show duo that get all the big interviews in the
Somers Central School District. They have interviewed Matt Carr, SCSD director of human resources
and student services, Emmy Award-winning singer/songer writer Kevin Briody, Primrose phys ed teacher
Kevin Mallon, and Somers Intermediate School Principal Liz Turner and Assistant Principal Linda Belger,
and Superintendent Ray Blanch.

"I think it's really interesting to learn about them," says Molly Miale. "If I didn’t interview them I wouldn’t
know lots of things, like their pets' names, and who is in their family. We know one side of them, because
they work here. But we don’t know the other side, like what they do for fun."

https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_item?item_id=item.9d437ed3-d294-4da9-8bfe-0c33bc892a2c&share_token=uxexJuG6SB6ITjPbFNhpww&mode=share


The talk show evolved from an assignment given by teacher Cherie Stietzel, who suggested that the
students interview their parents. Jameson loved the process so much, he continued with staff at
Primrose.

"It is so nice to take a bond of friendship and do something to make the community a better place,"
Stietzel tells Molly and Jameson. "It is very inspiring."

Molly likes the production side, so she creates the interview questions, records the interviews, and
creates the artwork for each episode. They work through their own production challenges, including
operating the camera, and getting on-camera jitters.

"I just take a deep breath, think a little bit, and then I'll get it," says Jameson.

Jameson also learned to do vocal warm ups before his interviews from the movie High School Musical.

"They had a natural talent for it and they are both so friendly," says Cherie Stietzel, "They got fired up and
ran with their passion and did what felt right."

"At first it was a fun little thing, and then it got real," says Molly.

Both Molly and Jameson shrug off suggestions from their classmates that they are famous. They enjoy
the process and look forward to continuing their partnership next year at Somers Intermediate School.
Can't wait until then? Hear more from Molly and Jameson.

Dancing Towards a Diploma

Seniors who completed their two-year International Baccalaureate dance course put on a recital in the
auditorium for some of their high school peers and faculty. For the last two years, these students have
studied various types of dances and cultures in this combined Phys Ed/IB class. In their recital, students
performed the dances they choreographed themselves as part of the work submitted to the IB for scoring.
They began with a number to Michael Jackson's Thriller, followed by some solo performances and group
dances influenced by their lessons in Latin dance, Bollywood and Ukrainian dance. The student dancers
learned to compare and contrast dance styles across geography and history. Watch the group
performance.

Packing a Charitable Punch

https://vimeo.com/565729281/24040a3fc7
https://vimeo.com/562817749/c0e57c20ea


Sierra Deodhari and her company are featured in a commericial for a web hosting company.

Sierra Deodhari has what many teens dream of – millions of hits on her social media pages.
 
“Reading messages from my followers is my favorite thing to do,” says 12-year-old Sierra, with a shy
smile.
 
Sierra is ranked in the top three in the world in her division. The Somers Middle School seventh grader’s
social media messages are full of admiration and support for her success in karate, as well as the
company she started to help young karate athletes.
 
“I didn’t like what I was seeing in the karate world during the pandemic,” says Sierra, “Because dojos
[karate training centers] were closing down and parents were losing jobs. I wanted to help those athletes
and make a difference.”
 
She started hosting free seminar events called Just Imagine 2020, featuring karate masters from all over
the world, to help kids who were unable to train during the COVID shutdown.
 
“My motto is ‘your dojo is anywhere and everywhere’, says Sierra. “You don’t need a formal place or
formal gear to train. I train in my hallway, my bathroom, my room, on my lawn.”
 
Sierra used her own savings to fund the first seminar, and then designed a clothing line, the proceeds of
which funded subsequent seminars. Companies gave her merchandise or a discount on karate
equipment, which she raffled off at the end of the seminars. She continues to use the proceeds from
clothing sales to purchase karate equipment, uniforms, and clothing to send to disadvantaged children all
over the world.
 
Her parents assist her in running her business, Sierra Karate, but as her father says, Sierra makes the
decisions.
 
“Karate is so expensive,” says Bobby Deodhari, Sierra’s father. “The more people who know what Sierra
is doing, the more will support her and then she can support so many more people.”
 
Mr. Deodhari says that Somers Middle School has been incredibly supportive of Sierra, and he quotes
Somers teacher Eric Tetro on a regular basis.
 
“Years ago, Mr. Tetro said to Sierra on the last day of school, ‘always make the right decisions.’ I tell her
that every single day," says Deodhari.
 
The web hosting company Go Daddy apparently likes the decisions she is making. They recently spent a
day at home with Sierra, shooting a tv commercial featuring the young entrepreneur. Sierra plans to use
her high profile and influence to promote issues that are important to her, including anti-bullying,
substance abuse prevention and teen pregnancy prevention. She is also training hard for the Youth
National Championships in September, and the Youth World Championships in December in Italy.
Through it all, Sierra remains focused on one philosophy.
 



“I don’t believe in a glass being half-full or half-empty,” says Sierra. “I believe in getting up and refilling the
glass, so it is always full. There is always positivity.”

Watch Sierra's commercial.

Reunited in Class at Last

Students in Jessica Paperman's second grade class work on a math lesson in one classroom.

Some students at Primrose Elementary and Somers Intermediate School had another first day of school
in early June.
 
“It felt like Christmas morning!” says a second-grade student.
 
Since the start of the school year, all classes in the elementary schools were divided into two rooms.
Each room had 10 to 12 students, and the teacher and teaching assistant used Zoom to communicate
with the whole class, while going back and forth between rooms. That changed recently for a few classes
that moved back into the original classroom.
 
“I feel happy,” says eight-year-old Charlotte Mitchell. “Today is the first day since the first day of second
grade that our class is all together. We used to see the kids from the other side only sometimes, if we
went out for snack and recess but now, we can see them in the same classroom.”
 
Second grade teacher Jessica Paperman spent some time before moving day preparing the students for
the transition. They discussed the importance of raising their hands and staying in their seats since there
would now be more students in the room.
 
“To be able to walk up next to their desks for a quick check in to see if they’re understanding everything
makes it a lot easier,” says Paperman. “Having them right in front of you rather than watching them
through a computer screen makes a big difference.”.
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m5Ki7hAEfSg


“It’s nice, all of us being in one room so she can see us and ask us questions,” says Tyler Milano.
 
Most of the classes remained in the two-room model until the end of this school year but will be back in
one classroom in the fall.

Middle School Creative Showcase

The Creative Showcase featuring middle school students' art is now available for viewing. Students
worked on projects that were tailored to cover curriculum through lessons that emphasized their personal
identity, social, and emotional needs. Students explored their past, present, and future in assignments.

All grades completed the same end of class project, an Animal Portrait Collage. Students used a variety
of papers and media to complete their work. Some students chose their pets, some chose an animal they
felt best represented who they are or hope to be, while others chose an animal because they liked it.

Mixed in with the animal collages are some student portfolio designs and other project drawings. Click
here to see this amazing work, which is accompanied by the Sixth Grade Chorus performing "A Million
Dreams", from the movie The Greatest Showman, featuring soloists Tyler Eames, Lucy Williams, Smera
Thekkenmar, Darcy Solomon and Gianna Comunale.

https://somersschools-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/gwanderlingh_somersschools_org/ES5OMe4H9H5MqaedTzVIbiYBYcqfW5CjeRvAxgbIKZKY2A?e=E9oSqB


SEPTA and PTA Council Awards

We are fortunate to have many great educators in our district. On June 7, the Special Education PTA and
PTA Council Awards were presented via Zoom. This year's winners are: Debra Sarfaty - SEPTA Award of
Excellence, Crystle Regulbuto - Sherri Mangus Award of Merit, Josephine Tevere - Making the Difference
Award and Jenna Schettino - TUSKER award. Thank you to everyone who submitted a
nomination. Congratulations to all the winners! Watch the video tribute.
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